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Commission. Polacek’s departure
from the cabinet had been expected
since he became chairman of the
merged Trade Unicn of Metallurgical
Workers. He is also a special Vice
Chairman of the Trade Union Cen-
tral Council.

The Assembly Presidium also abol-
ished the State Commission for Eco-
nomic and Scientific-Technical Co-
operation because it has been dupli-
cating *he funciions of the State
Commission for leuhnology, the Min-
istry of Toreign Trade and the State
Planning Commission in the area of
international eccnomic cooperation.
Vice Premier Otakar Simunek, chair-
man of the defunct commission, will
ig post ag chief delegate to
. (Rude Pravo, January 12,
13, 24; Radio Prague, January 31.)
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Denouement

The sudden ending to Vladimir
Kazan-Komarek’s unusual (96-day)
stovover in Czechoslovakia (see East
Aurope, January, pp. 34-35) was a
very happy one for the Cambridge,
Wassachusetts, travel agent and his
Zumily—but not very enlightening to
those stiil trying to discover the No-
votny administration’s motives for
the episode. Police removed Komarek
irom a Soviet airliner last fall dur-
ing an unscheduled stopover in
Prague en route from Moscow.

The Czechoslovak-born American
was sentenced February 1 by a
Prague court to eight years in prison
on charges of having organized the
activities of an anti-state group from
1948 to 1950. He was expelled from
Czechoslovakia two days later. Sena-
tor Bdward Kennedy of Massachu-
getts reportedly interceded in Ko-
marek’s behalf with a letter to No-
votny urging his release,

Safely back in his Boston suburb
home, Komarek admitted having|
worked with French intelligence serv-
jces after the war to help two persons
escupe from Czechoslovakia, but he
genizd having worked for the US
G Intelligence  Agency and
v 110 further admissions pending
% trin to Washington. “In the eyes of
Czechoslovak law, I was a spy, buf
I'd rather not elaborate on that,” he
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On January 20 President Novotay
completed the rehabilitation of thd
late Karol Smidke, the postwan
chairman of the Siovak National
Council who fell from grace in the
stalinist purge of 194% Novotny
awarded the insignia of ““Hero of thd
CSSR” in memoriam t% Smidke’q
widow and two sons alortg with a ci;
tation for “his important part in or
ganizing the 1944 Slovak Nationa
Uprising” against the Nazis. Loca
officials placed a wreath on Smidke’s
grave in Brno the same day. The re
habilitated hero died in 1952; aftey
being demoted he was assigned aj
manager of the Tesla enterprise if
Bratislava, where he worked unti
his death.

“Yes, [Smidke] was a human be
ing,” wrote Alexander Dubcek, firs
secretary of the Slovak party CC, i
a Pravde eulogy. “Bveryone who go
to know him personally would be harq
put to find another term to charac
terize his personality. . . .” Smidk(
and former Foreign Minister Vladi
mir Clementis were among the lead
ing Slovak personalities who wer

purged as “bourgeois mnationalists]
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Polityka (Warsaw), January 7, 1967

CPYRGHT

lbut who have been rehabllitaie

he last two years] (Pravda [Brati-
slava], January 20, 22; Kulturni Zi-
vot [Bratislava], January 20.)
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Editorial Carousel

The merry-go-round at Ltierdrni
¥Noviny continued into the new year
Yith the fifth change in management
dince the fall of 1965 (see Fast
¥urope, January, p. 34). Three mem-
Bers were added to the editorial
Board: Juraj Spitzer, also editor-in-
hief of the Slovak Writers Union
Yeekly Kulturny Zivot since Febru-
dry, 1965; Milan Jungmann; and
Frantisek Vbra. Jungmann, demoted
from the leading position on the edi-
orial board last year to that of editor
esponsible to the board, is now re-
tored to full membership. Jiri Sotola

(Literarn: Woviny, January 7.)

Evil Spirits CPYRGHT

REPOTTING Ol CIIMIE E—pus
vear, Dr. Jan Baxtuska, Czechoslovak
Procurator-General, told the press
hat every third murder in the coun-
ry is committed under the influencg
of alcohol and blamed “80 percent of
he rowdyism, more than 50 percent
of maliciously inflicted injuries and
10 percent of the thefts in the past
vears” on the evil spirits. He atj
ributed a third of the nation’s crimes
o young people between 15 and 25.
Dr. Bartuska said last year’s over
all crime rate was about what it was
he year before, though there was aj
increase in “acts against the publi
order, citizens' health and property
and other rights and lawful interests
of individuals.” Highway and rail
road traffic offenses comprised 4
quarter of the crimes in 1966, and
pxlfermg, misuse or des‘cluctlon ol

m (Rude Pr (wo, M lada Fronta,
January 28.) CPYRGHT

A Quiet Innovation

The new Institute for the Research
of Public Opinion announced last
yvear finally opened its doors in
Prague on January 1. The institute’s
main tasks will be “first fo create
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